[image: image1.jpg]





In 1999, Dr. Benedict Benigno, an Atlanta gynecological oncologist for over 25 years, reached a peak of frustration about the statistics for women with ovarian cancer.  No progress has been made in years toward early diagnosis of the disease that results in the death for more than 70% of its victims.  Cancer of the ovary is often misdiagnosed and goes undetected until a woman is in stage 3 or 4.  The treatment path includes surgery which may leave a woman unable to have children and many rounds of chemotherapy with no assurance of a complete recovery.

Dr. Benedict Benigno partnered with Dr. John McDonald, chair of the School of Biology at the Georgia Institute of Technology, in establishing the Ovarian Cancer Institute.  A not-for-profit organization, OCI is dedicated to seeking an early diagnostic test for cancer of the ovary, identifying the causes of the disease and developing better treatment methods for women suffering from this disease.

In only 10 years, OCI has become the largest ovarian tissue and serum bank in the world.  OCI’s partnerships with all of the leading universities in Georgia have provided scientific expertise in research critical to improving the understanding of this disease, its origins, its diagnosis and its treatment.

Scientists at OCI also collaborate with leading researchers in other disciplines - engineering, computer science, chemistry, packaging science and biology - to develop methods that are applicable to cancer.  Recent results from this “outside of the box” method of thinking have been microbeads that attach to cancer cells and can be removed with a magnet, nanogels that will deliver chemotherapy directly to the cancer cell and gold particles that when hit with UV light will burn up the cancer cell.  These novel methods may prove to be translatable to other forms of cancer.

Dr. Benedict Benigno, CEO, is widely published in scientific and medical journals and speaks regularly on the topics of women’s health and gynecologic cancers.  He is the founder and President of University Gynecologic Oncology, LLC and serves as Director of Gynecologic Oncology and Director of Research at Northside Hospital. 

Prior to this, Dr. Benigno was Director of Gynecologic Oncology at the Emory Clinic and Hospital and Grady Memorial Hospital.  Benigno received his MD degree from Georgetown University School of Medicine and completed a five year residence training in OBGYN at St. Vincent’s Hospital and Medical Center in New York City.

Following a fellowship in Gynecologic Oncology at Emory University School of Medicine, he became a visiting professor at the University of Saigon where he established a residency training program in OBGYN for Vietnamese physicians.  Upon return, he completed his fellowship training at M.D. Anderson Hospital in Houston, Texas before returning to Atlanta where he was appointed to the faculty at the Emory University School of Medicine.

In addition to his medical and scientific interests, Dr. Benigno is actively involved in the Atlanta community.  He serves on the Board of the Michael C. Carlos Museum at Emory University and is an avid supporter of the Atlanta Symphony and Atlanta Opera.  His wife, Sheila, is a prominent artist in the Atlanta area.

Dr. John McDonald, Ph.D., Chief Scientific Officer is an Associate Dean and Director of the Integrated Cancer Research Center at Georgia Tech.  Formerly head of the Genetics Department at the University of Georgia, Dr. McDonald was a member of the faculty at Iowa State University from 1977-19871 following a National Institutes of Health postdoctoral fellowship in the department of Biology at the University of California, San Diego.  
After a Visiting Professorship at Columbia University Medical School Cancer Center in 1981, he came to the University of Georgia where he developed a research center of excellence in ovarian cancer.  He obtained his undergraduate degree in Biology from Assumption College in Worchester, MA, his masters in Philosophy of Science from Indiana University and his Ph.D. in Genetics from the University of California, Davis.
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