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OVARIAN CANCER INSTITUTE TO ACCESS 1000th TUMOR SAMPLE

(June 23 – Atlanta)

On Tuesday, June 23rd, Dr. Benedict Benigno removed the 1,000th tumor sample at Northside Hospital, making this the largest tissue bank for ovarian cancer in the world.  Samples are used for research leading to an early screening test and better treatment modalities for this dreadful disease.

The Ovarian Cancer Institute was founded in 1999 by Dr. Benigno,a world-renowned gynecologic oncologist and who directs this service at Northside Hospital.  Dr. John McDonald, Chair of the School of Biology at the Georgia Institute of Technology, is the Institute's chief scientific officer.

Dr. Benigno's practice operates on a new patient with ovarian cancer almost every day.  An assistant is present in the operating room and flash freezes the tumor within seconds of its removal, seeing to it that the DNA sent to the laboratory is as fresh as possible.  All aspects of the patient's history are entered into a databank in a completely anonymous manner.

Ovarian cancer is the leading cause of death in gynecologic malignancies in the United States and will strike almost 30,000 women this year.  Hopefully, this work will lead to a marked improvement in the five-year survival rate for ovarian cancer, which has not improved significantly over the last 25 years.

For more information on OCI, please call (678) 420-4143

 or visit www.ovariancancerinstitute.org.
